Vol. 65, No. 9 
Jan. 21, 


2004 
Wednesday 


8 


ay 


x 


heme 


BENTLEY LIBRARY 


NORTHERN ESSE’ “ol NITY COLLeRe 


Features 


2 Television personality 
_ Tom Bergeron to speak 
. at 2004 graduation 


STUDENT CENTER 


David Willis photo 


Construction outside the Ourania Beharkis Student Center is being done to move power lines for 
the new technology center. It was also the location of a recent gas accident. 


Student center evacuated 


Construction mishap 
causes a gas leak 
near student center 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


A gas leak forced the evacuation 
of the Ourania Behrakis Student 
Center on Tuesday, Jan. 13, after a 
construction worker hit a gas line 
outside of the student center while 
operating a backhoe. 

“The smell of gas was unbeliev- 
able,” said Maureen Vinci of the 
bookstore. “We ran for our lives.” 

At about noon, workers were 
digging outside of the student center 
for electrical lines when they struck 
a gas line. The wind then drew the 
gas into the heating system, and it 
spread throughout the student center, 
according to Paul Pardiff of security. 


Vinci said that about that time 
the bookstore was filled with the 
strong smell of gas, which was enter- 
ing through the heating system. 

“We ran for 
our lives,” Vinci 
said. “You could 
hear it (the gas) 
hissing.” 

The break 
occurred just out- 
side of the book- 
store, so that area 
absorbed a great 
deal of the gas. 

After the gas 
spread throughout the building, all 
occupants were evacuated to the 
library. 

“| think everyone did a really 
good job of staying calm, but know- 
ing that we had to leave the build- 
ing,” said Marie McDonnell, the 
director of supported education ser- 
vices, who’s office was also effected 
by the leak. 


—_¢. 


The smell of gas 
was unbelievable. 


McDonnell stated the mainte- 
nance crew did a very good job of 
getting to the building and assessing 
the problem. 

The Haverhill 
fire department, 
which could not be 
reached for com- 
ment, arrived 
quickly and the gas 
company KeySpan 
promptly shut off 


—Maureen Vinci the gas and made 


the repairs, Pardiff 
said. 

While security 
reported that no health problems or 
damage to the building occurred dur- 
ing the incident, Pardiff conceded 
the school managed to avoid a disas- 
ter. 

“There is always a risk with 
gas,” Pardiff said. 
Vinci also mentioned that since 


See Evacuation, page 5 


‘4 Sports 


A little appreciation 
for the greatness of 
high school sports 


ervices on 


Offices in Student 
Center moving 
around the campus 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Changes are already beginning 
to occur in preparation for the con- 
struction on the Ourania 
Behrakis student center. 

Due to the construction, 
which is set to begin on May 
20, 2004, a number of services 
are being moved or already 


me . the move 


dent activities Dina Brown. 

Brown said the winter break was 
a convenient time to move because it 
would have been impossible to move 
while the semester was in session 
because of all of the confusion it 
would have caused. 

According to Brown, Student 
Activities was at an advantage while 
moving because they work with a 
great deal of seasonal materials, so 
much was already in storage. She 


Where things 
are going: 


have been moved out of the Already Moved: 
student center and into other Student Activities 
locations on the campus. and Student Senate: 
“We have a multi-phase -Sports and Fitness Center 


moving plan,” said Mark 
Andrews, the NECC vice pres- 
ident of administration. “We 
are sensitive to when the best 


D117, D119, D125 


To Move This Semester: 


times to move people are.” Learning Accommodations: 
Andrews stressed the col- -339 of Library 
lege has strategized the move -Areas of the C building 
and is confident that it can be Hikes see Uidkoata 
done without inconveniencing “£256 eeeed 
the students and employees 
greatly. Business Office: 
Andrews explained the -B209 
administration has met on a 
Women’s Network 


number of occasions to plan 
out where the residents of the 
student center are to be moved, 


-C300 (Career Dev. Center) 


v NECC Observer 
either permanently or on a -C222A and C222B 
temporary basis. 
The services that will be To Permanently Close: 
moved are the Business 4 
Office, the  Gallandet __ Catetoria (Restaost eae 
University Region Center, the Alliance Education 
Learning Accommodations and Training Center 
Center, the Women’s Network 
and the NECC Observer. 
Student Activities and the also said it motivated her staff to 


Student Senate, which were also 
located in the student center, were 
the first to have space become avail- 
able and were moved to the Health 
and Fitness Center over the winter 
break. 

To free space for Activities, one 
of the men’s locker rooms was con- 
verted into workspace for NECC 
coaches. Student Activities then 
moved into the coach’s offices. 

“The move went fairly smooth- 
ly,” said NECC coordinator of stu- 


move great deal of the clutter that 
had been building up and got them to 
give away many student materials 
they had been saving. 

The new space, which is located 
in D117, 119 and 125 of the Fitness 
Center is sufficient for their opera- 
tions, according to Brown. She said 
that, while the move will cause con- 
fusion for students looking for the 
office in the student center, it would 
eventually help because they are so 

See Movement, page 5 
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Wins and losses just 
don’t tell the story 


The Northern Essex Observer 
would like to take this time to com- 
plement any player who is a member 
of the NECC women’s basketball 
team. 

Before this goes any further, the 
men’s team is doing quite well and 
they expect to hit their stride down 
the stretch and have a good perfor- 
mance in the Regional Tournament. 
Good luck to them 

But forget the statistics for a 
moment and take a look at what it 
takes to be a member of the NECC 
Lady Knights basketball team. 

First of all, the team is 3-7. It is 
never fun to play for a team that is 
struggling, even though every player 
is playing hard. 

But then again who cares about 
winning when the players receive the 
glory of playing college basketball 
right? 

Nope. The players on the 
women’s team don’t seem to receive 
any glory or accolades of any kind. 

These players don’t even receive 
a crowd to play in front of. Now, it is 
unrealistic to think that they would 


have the crowd the University of 


Connecticut women’s team receives, 
they are the best team in the nation, 
but it would be good to have a few 
fans go to the games. 


But it goes beyond the lack of 


glory or fan support. 

A lack of support by fans, and 
players, is the case for every NECC 
sports team. No team recieves much 


credit and every team, except the 
men’s basketball and baseball teams, 
must struggle to get players. 

The reason that it is iiaportant to 
take a moment to give the Lady 
Knights credit is that they have only 
six players. 

Anyone who has seen some bas- 
ketball realizes that six players is 
very few because there are five play- 
ers are on the court at all times in a 
basketball game. 

So this means that every girl 
must play almost the entire game 
without a rest. 

That is a lot of basketball and a 
lot of running for little more than the 
love of the game. 

Not to mention that, with only six 
players, one injury would result in 
the entire bench being lost. 

That was the case on the Jan. 14 
game, when NECC lost center 
Shayne Matthewson to an ankle 
injury. 

But it didn’t stop there. Another 
Knight fowled out of the game. So 
the girls finished with only four play- 
ers. 

Four players against five for the 
final 12 minutes of a college basket- 
ball game. Imagine the effort it took 
to keep playing that game. It doesn’t 
even matter if they did lose. 

If would be easy for a team that 
was forced to play with only four 
players to rationalize quitting and 
dropping the team like so many other 
local colleges have. And the funny 
thing is, hardly anyone would notice 
and even fewer would blame them. 

But these players choose to keep 
at it and play the game they love. 

For that, we salute you. 
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Roaming Reporter 


How has the cold weather 
affected you the most? 


Ann Grandmaison 

Reference Librarian 

“It makes me want to stay inside. 
I’m kind of used to the weather, until 
it gets to be below zero.” 


Sajye Matthews 

Assistant Coordinator for Recreation 
and Intramurals 

“I try to stay indoors as much as pos- 
sible. I’ve eaten more soup.” 


Daniele Dirsa-Sharpe 

Director of Little Sprouts Child 
Enrichment Center 

“It’s cold! It’s very hard getting the 
children warm enough to get here.” 


Interviews by Bill Donovan / Photos by Dustin Gray 


Cheri Hagen 
NECC Center 
Technology and Distance Learning 
“I go nowhere without my foot 
warmers.” 


of Instructoral 


Dolores Grullon 
Veteran Affairs 
Computer Major 

“| just deal with it.” 


Representative/ 


Amy Maltais 
Business Management 
“| hate the weather!” 
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A preview of how you will see a 
whole new spin on NECC opinion 


By KeLLy L. FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


Hey everyone. Welcome back to 
NECC for another semester. 

The Observer is coming back 
almost all new. We have four new 
staff members this semester, and | am 
the newest opinion editor, Kelly. | am 
a journalism major, and I hope to 
keep this section up as well as the 
previous editors have done. 

Here is just a little preview of my 
new column that will run right here 
every issue. 

One of my favorite news talk 
shows is Good Day Live, an LA- 
based morning show thats little less 
sugary sweet than Regis and Kelly 
and a lot hipper than Good Morning 
America. 

On Good Day Live, they talk 
about everything entertainment, pop 
culture, fashion, gossip, real news, 
and even medical advances. There 
isn’t really anything they don’t cover. 

The hosts are very different peo- 
ple. It’s sort of like there is someone 
for everyone. First there is Steve 
Edwards, an older gentleman in a suit 
and tie who is a veteran broadcast 
personality. He goes more for the 


The Observer welcomes 
letters from our readers. 


Send email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop off letters: 
Observer newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


Letters must be signed and should 
provide a phone number 
or email contact information 
for verification. 


Make your 
voice heard 


Email your letters to: 


_ observer@necc.mass.edu 


a 


Be sure to sign your name and 
include phone number 
for verification. 


SF 


news and not so much for the enter- 
tainment. 

Second is Dorothy Lucey, a thir- 
ty something wife and mother, who 
reports most of the celebrity gossip 
and entertainment news. 

Finally is my favorite and some- 
what journalistic role model, Jillian 
Barberie, a thirty something single 
woman, divorsed from former major 


exact show, home sick from work, 
my throat kind of feeling like some- 
one shoved hot pokers down into it, it 
finally came to me. This show is 
everything I want my column to be. 

The show is very often unscript- 
ed and the host’s random commen- 
tary is what makes it great. 

Instead of just telling the news 
like it is, their own styles, and often 


a 


I want to write something people will 
actually read through. I would love a 
column that would stir up a discussion 


and get a response. 


league baseball player Brett 
Barberie, whos own journalism 
career started in college. Jillian dab- 
bles in a little bit of everything news- 
worthy. 

I bring this up because as | sit 
here on a Tuesday watching this 


arguments over hot topics like what 
President Bush said about the war, or 
something as silly as Britney Spears’ 
two day drunken marriage, are what 
keep me tuned in. 

| want to write something people 
will actually read through. 1 would 


love a column that would stir up a 
discussion and get a response. I need 
to compete with the gone but not for- 
gotten Uncle Steve’s fun house. 

My new column will be my 
thoughts on whatever might be hap- 
pening around school or around the 
world in general. 

My own unscripted commentary 
on the world. | might try to make 
things lighter at times and then take 
things seriously when necessary. 

This might seem extremely 
vague but I’m on a lot of prescription 
drugs for my cold and my brain isn’t 
what it usually is. Every time | come 
up with a good thought my hacking 
cough knocks it right out of my head, 
and then I have to start from scratch. 
I’m not a good sick person. I have 
way too many things to do this week, 
and sitting in a doctor’s office for 
two hours so he can tell me, “Yep 
you have a sore throat. Give me sixty 
bucks.” wasn’t on my list. 

Not only did I have to work, even 
though I called in for two days , | had 
to write all my articles for the paper, 
and get ready for this weekend when 
one of my good friends is turning 21, 
and everyone knows that’s a very 
important milestone. It’s the one 


___ 


I’m not afraid to 
be controversial, if 
such a story my 
way. 


birthday you never remember. 

That’s why friends are there to 
take pictures and document every 
moment that happens. Now I am just 
rambling on, and I realize | am 
already a lot like that Good Day Live 
show. Anyway my column should 
put a new spin on the opinion sec- 
tion. | also welcome any letters from 
people out there, whether you love it 
or hate it. I’m not afraid to be contro- 
versial if such a story falls my way. 
But for now this short preview can at 
least give you taste of what I will try 
to accomplish. 

See everyone next time. Have a 
good semester. 


The record breaking deep freeze takes 
over New England with force 


New Englands 
record breaking cold 
holds strong. 


This winter has produced some 


record breaking cold in New 
England, but its also had a lot of ups 
and downs. There was a week in 
December where it was strangely 
mild, and then we had a huge bliz- 
zard, This was followed by a week 
of chilling cold heading up to New 
Year’s Eve. No one thought it could 
get any worse, but here we are in 
January breaking weather records 
with these Alaskan temperatures. | 
checked the temperature on the 
weather channel and it read, -5 but 
it feels like -25. I think New 
England may be experiencing its 
own ice age. 

So why do millions of people 
chose to live in New England? Is it 
the below freezing temperatures, or 
the mounds of snow and ice we are 
forced to clean off our driveways, 
stairs, cars, and everything else in 
the outside world. How many peo- 
ple have gone through the back 
breaking work of shoveling out 
their yard only to have a city plow 
drive by and throw all the snow 
back? 

Maybe we choose to live here 
because of the fourteen below zero 
wind chill that can give people frost 
bite in ten minutes, and freeze pipes 
in homes making a hot shower only 
a dream. It’s hard to imagine that 
going out to get the mail could be 


dangerous to our health. 

Or an even better reason is the 
daily drive to work or school in the 
early morning waiting and praying 
for the heat to kick in, and once it 
does you’ve already reached your 
destination. 

Don’t get me wrong New 
England isn’t all bad. We do have 


to the beach. There is need to clean 
off the car or worry about slipping 
into the ditch. But just as quickly as 
the summer appears it disappears. 
Then even more quickly comes 
another New England winter. We 
get a littke autumn and barely a 
spring, so basically we only have 
two seasons. Summer with it’s won- 


July and August. 

Every winter as I bundle up in 
layers to do everyday things | feel 
this way, and I shiver through the 
arctic tundra to make it to the hot 
but brief summer. For two months 
or so it’s great, and chilling winter 
is soon forgotten. The sun is shining 
warmly down. It’s so easy to just 
hop in your car and take a drive up 


derful heat waves and humidity, and 
winter with it’s ton of snow, ice, and 
antarctic temperatures. Nobody 
likes to shovel or clean off their car, 
but who can deny the simple plea- 
sure or sitting by the pool with a 
cool drink or inside an air condi- 
tioned room on a lazy August day. | 
know there will be critics who for 
some reason actually enjoy the 


seemingly never ending winter. 
They are probably the skiers, snow 
boarders, and even the snowmobil- 
ers. I give it to them for getting all 
bundled up to enjoy their chosen 
winter sports. But with the tempera- 
tures lately all of the winter sports 
enthusiasts are trapped inside. 
Many ski resorts have closed, and 
many winter weather advisories 
flash across the television screen 
warning the public not to go out- 
doors for long periods of time. New 
England is forced into hibernation 
with the fear of frost bite nipping at 
their heels. 

One solution to all of this cold 
is to turn the heat down. In what 
cold world does that make sense? 
As I watched the news coverage 
about the frigid weather I saw city 
officials telling some city buildings 
to turn the heat down, and then ask- 
ing their employees to just dress 
warmer. Each year it seems like 
everyone is surprised about how 
cold it is. It is possible that it’s so 
cold that we just forget every year. 
Maybe that is the answer to my first 
question. The reason we live in 
New England is that the during the 
wonderful summer, the humidity 
clears our heads and we forget 
about the awful winter. This is the 
only explanation I can come up 
with. How else do New Englanders 
live through the deep freeze time 
and time again? 

This winter is definitely the 
coldest that I can remember. 
Everyday the news declares victory 
as we break another record. Once 
the summer comes around and New 
England starts to defrost the cold 
will be nothing but another bad 
memory, at least for a few months. 
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Why do managers get hired with no experience? 


To be a manager in almost 
any retail store, all you 
need to do is fill out an 
application. 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


A picture is worth a thousand words and 
some of those words may be swears when the 
pictures are ruined by a faulty machine in a 
photo lab, run by an under trained manager. 

It’s kind of a scary vision to imagine 
coming back from a dream vacation only to 
have those pictures destroyed forever. 

A customer who is more than a little 
annoyed is confronted by a manager who 
only offers free film, or even better free 
developing. But why would anyone want to 
come to a place like this? Why exactly do 
things like this happen? Doesn’t it seem log- 
ical that a manager of a one hour photo lab 
with multi million dollar machinery should 
know how to run it? 

Wouldn’t it seem like a billion dollar 
retail store could find or train a manager to 
know these machines inside and out? 
Obviously the answer is yes. These are the 
questions that run through my mind on a 
daily basis. Some work days I feel like | am 
on some really bad reality show, with no big 
prizes. 

Working in a one hour photo lab for four 
years now, | know the machines inside and 
out. It just something I sort of picked up, 
like a disease. If there is a mistake I can usu- 
ally save the pictures. I’ve past my vast 
knowledge on to other associates, and I’ve 
tried to teach the managers what | know. But 
it’s kind of like throwing a rubber ball 
against a wall. The brain of a manager is like 
an unbreakeable force field. | know so many 
tricks of the trade that I should have become 


a manager, and it’s been offered to me. 

They wanted to put me in “the program.” 
I’m thinking the brainwashing program where 
they suck the life out of you and your life 
becomes all about the store and how to make 
more money. But | wouldn’t make a good man- 
ager. First of all | am competent, and they only 
seem to like the useless and incompetent, sec- 
ond of all retail is not a career. This is the exact 
reason that I am back in college. | would rather 
be a poor writer with a degree for the rest of my 
life than to be 4 brain washed drone in a man- 
agement position. I'll never be a sell out, but I 
suppose I’ve been one for seven years. I’ve 
contributed to a large retail store taking over 
the world. Sorry to offend anyone. But retail 


jobs are designed for mothers who have hus- 
bands with better jobs, or for young kids who 
are in college or who don’t know what they 
want to do with their lives. 

I can’t say every place is the same, because 
| know managers at other photo labs in this 
retail chain who know what it mean to be man- 
agement. 

At least in my job in the old one hour photo 
lab incompetence is running wild, or should I 
say sitting in the corner not accomplishing any- 
thing. Four manager in one year is quite a lot. 
Two of them left because they couldn't handle 
it, one got fired which is a whole other story ( 


He was actually competent but he sort of 


refused the brainwashing), and the fourth is 


Now Hiring Managers! 
If you can read this, You’re Hired! 


Student Board of Trustees 
Position Now Available 


NECC is now looking for the 2003 - 2004 
Student Representative to the college 
Board of Trustees. This position would be 


effective until June 30, 2004. 


The time commitment requires the 


student to: 
= Attend monthly meetings 


= Read through materials prior to meet- 


ings. 
=> Participe in other meetings and 
retreats, as needed 


Get involved: 

eWork with the College’s 
Board of Trustees! 
eHave input on 
important College 
issues and decisions! 
eLooks good on resume! 
eStrengthen your 
portfolio! 

eLearn how College 


Interested Students must be in good 


governance really 


Kelly Fitzgerald illustration 


—_¢¢——_- 


There should 

be some kind of test, or 
classes in 

certification. 


sticking around like a mosquito that buzzes in 
your ear. I believe the higher powers of man- 
agement just gave up on us. I feel awful when 
someone’s memories are ruined due to stupidi- 
ty. It shouldn’t happen! Regular employees go 
through extensive training before they can 
touch film. It’s hard to believe the number of 
silly computer simulations new people have to 
go through. 

The management position shouldn't be 
available to just anyone who applies. There 
should be some kind of test, or classes in certi- 
fication. If that freaky, “One Hour Photo” 
movie with Robin William made you want to 
avoid one hour labs I’m sure this article doesn’t 
make you want to go back. That’s not what | am 
trying to do. Don’t get me wrong we do good 
work. 

The photo lab I work in has almost twenty 
years experience between seven of us. That is 
not including the manager who can’t burn a 
picture cd or remove red eye, but the girl hired 
only a month ago can do all that and more. The 
only thing | can figure is that this company will 
do anything to not only make a few bucks, but 
save a few bucks. So they hire an untrained 
manager for less money and make the other 
associates pick up the slack. 

Money makes the world go around right? 
So next time you drop off a roll of film and 
someone with a management badge helps you 
out ask a few questions. If the manager has to 
ask his associates for the answers, maybe you 
should put your film in their hands and not let 
the manager anywhere near it. 


*2001 Outstanding Program Award 
*2001 Exemplary Program Award 
*2002 Exemplary Program Award 


Northern Essex Community College 
Student Leadership Development Program 


Congratulations to Fall 
Emerging Leaders! 


For more information or to get involved, please contact 
Student Activities & Orientation Department at 978/556-3731. 


Participate in a series of lectures and seminars! 
Meet new people! 
Become eligible to serve as a Presidential Student Ambassador! 


academic standing, have at least a 2.25 GPA 
and have registered for a minimum of 12 
credits. 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department. 


Student Activities & Orientation 


Haverhill Campus, Sport & Fitness Center D-117 


Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building 
e338 


works! 
eKeep abreast of key 
changes at the College! 


ote 


Tel: 978 556 3731 


Danielle Allain 
Sarah Anderson 
Elizabeth Anthony 
Yelitza Bastardo 
Jacqueline Bevis 
Tim Bilibrough 


Phyilis Bruce-Cuffy 


Dawn Briggs 
Susan Chinboga 
Lisa Cincotta** 
Whitney Coffin 
June DeCoste 
Cinda Derderian 
Pietro DiCola 
Debra Eldredge 
Gabriel Espaillat 
Darlyn Fox** 
Tammy Galicia 
Sandra Gauron 


Susan Gervasi 
Angel Gil 

Alex Gonzalez 
Christine Guzzardi 
Pat Harris 

Irene Hedlund 
Richard Hendgen 
Danielle Hubbell 
Katie Hudak 
Scott Hume 
Linda Hunt 

Tito Joaquin 

Kim Johnston 
Timothy Jones 
Christine Kenny 
Laurie King 
Karen Klufts 
Diana Leblond 
Lorienne lu 


Guadalupe Rodri- 
guez 

Ana Santos 
Samuel Sasso 
Joan Simmonds 
Mirunalini Sivarasa 
Ashleigh Smith 
Matthew Murray Esmereida Snell 
Nicole Orlando Rachel Soehner 
Christine Paolucci Jilin Stanton 
Angelica Pascual S: siewarn 
Davin Potvin Sullivan 
Keila Puello** 

Matthew Putnam 

Karen Randall 

Anne Reich 

Nestlymar Rivera 

Wanda Rivera 

Yaris Roa 


Gerry Maguire 
Nairobis Martinez 
Kathleen McKinley 
Martha Medina 
Miniako Moriwaka 
Lawrence Morse 
Patrick Murphy 


“Now serving as 2 Presidential Student Ambassador 


Page5 NECC Observer 


Jan. 21, 2004 


NECC 


Continrued from page | 


much closer to the students. 

She explained a number of signs 
have been posted to help with the 
confusion. These signs will also help 
direct people who are confused from 
the growing construction around 
campus. 

“We'll miss our old neighbors,” 
said Cathy Hamilton of Student 
Activities. “But we like our new 
neighbors.” 

Andrews said the cafeteria, 
which will remain opened until May, 
is set to be downsized into a small 
food court once construction is fin- 
ished. The food preparation area will 
remain in full service to prepare food 
for the college. 

To replace the cafeteria, which 
Andrews said had very little busi- 
ness, “Jitters Café” will have more 
food available and a new “Jitter’s- 
like” café will be opened in the B 
building. The space, which is now a 
break area for computer training, will 
open in May and will have much of 
the same food and beverages avail- 
able, which can now be found in the 
cafeteria. 

NECC comptroller Mark Casey 
stated he expects the business office 
to be the next group to be moved. 

Casey expressed he did not 
expect any major inconveniences 
with the move, which he said would 


only take a day or two. He said the 
move, which will be to B209 and 
other areas of the B Building has 
been planned out well. 

Also preparing to move is the 
Drea rn nig 


Accommodations 
Center. 
Uren Tt kee 


Student Activities, 
[Meta ron en ¢ 
Accommodations 
is moving into a 
temporary — loca- 
tion in the library 
and will return to 
the student center 
once it is complete. 

While Marie McDonnell, the 
director of support staff services, said 
she is not thrilled with having to 
move twice in two years, she 
explained that she expects something 
positive to come out of it. 

“The new design will make 
things a lot easier for students.” said 
MacDonnell. “Things will be more 
accessible.” 

The lone service that will not be 
leaving the student center will be the 
bookstore. 

Bryan Johnson, the manager of 
the bookstore, which is owned by 
Barnes and Noble, said the school 
does not yet have a full plan for how 
the store will remain open, but it 
plans to stay in full service during 


eiser 
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The new design will 
make things a lot 


—Marie MacDonnell 


moving offices | Hours for the 


construction. The store is hoping to 
be able to use their normal entrance, 
but they may be forced to construct a 
new one out of their loading dock. 

Johnson stated he expects the 
construction to 
impact the 
store’s business 
negatively, 
because there 
will be no 
walkthrough 
business and it 
will be more 
difficult for stu- 
dents to locate. 

Johnson 
also said they may still be moved and 
he plans to be closed in the month of 
July. 

To prepare for the move, 
Andrews said the school developed 
room data sheets which record how 
many utilities like electrical outlets 
will be needed so the areas where 
they move will be equally as produc- 
tive. 

NECC president David Hartleb 
stated he expects the building to be 
emptied by mid-April and ready for 
construction soon after. 

Hartleb mentioned the architect 
is currently putting the finishing 
touches on the plans and will soon be 
sent out to bid for contractors. 


book store 


Monday Jan 19th CLOSED for holiday 
Tuesday Jan 20th 8:30am - 8:30pm (This is the first day 
for FINANCIAL AID book vouchers) 
Wednesday Jan 21st 8:30am - 8:30pm 
Thursday Jan 22nd 8:30am - 8:30pm 
Friday Jan 23rd 8:30am - 7:00pm 
Saturday Jan 24th 9:00am - 1:00pm 
Sunday Jan 25th CLOSED 


Monday Jan 26th 8:30am - 8:30pm 
Tuesday Jan 27th 8:30am - 8:30pm 

Wednesday Jan 28th 8:30am - 8:00pm 

Thursday Jan 29th 8:30am - 8:00pm 

Friday Jan 30th 8:30am - 7:00pm 

Saturday Jan 31st 9:00am - 1:00pm (THIS IS THE 
LAST DAY TO REFUND BOOKS) 

Sunday Feb 1st CLOSED 


Monday Feb 2nd 9:00am - 7:00pm 
Tuesday Feb 3rd 9:00am - 7:00pm 
Wednesday Feb 4th 9:00am - 7:00pm 

Thursday Feb 5th 9:00am - 5:00pm 

Friday Feb 6th 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Saturday Feb 7th 9:00am - 1:00pm (THIS IS THE LAST 
DAY FOR FINANCIAL AID Vouchers) 


Gas leak causes moments of fear 


David Willis photo 


Construction outside of the student center has left a number of large holes and exposed pipes, 


wa 


such as the gas line which was hit by a backhoe, causing the evacuation. 


responsible for solving the prob- 
lem took care of it. 
“The response by the college 
was very good,” McDonnell said. 
According to NECC president 
David Hartleb, the construction 


ee ae 


I think everyone did a really good job 
of staying calm, but knowing that we 
had to leave the building. 


Continrued from page | 


the problem occurred during 
lunchtime, the cafeteria had a 
number of cooking tools, includ- 
ing a grill in service during the 


—Marie MacDonnell 


leak, which could have caused the 
gas to ignite. There was also a risk 
due to the large number of com- 
puters in operation in the building 
and also could have caused a spark 
that could have caused an explo- 
sion. 

The campus was shut off from 
incoming buses and other forms of 
transportation while the problem 
was taken care of. 

The student center 
reopened and people were allowed 
to enter at about | p.m. 

McDonnell expressed she was 
very impressed with the way the 
people in the building handled the 
event, and how those who were 


crew was working to move electri- 
cal wiring, which is located under 
the student center to supply power 
to the new technology center, 
which began construction in 
December and is set to be finished 
in 2005. 

Hartleb also mentioned the gas 
line that was hit had been marked 
off by Dig Safe Inc., which is a 
group that’s purpose is to ensure 
the safety of excavation projects. 

This occurred one day after an 
electrical line was hit in the same 
area, which caused the student 
center to lose power at 3:30 p.m., 


Vinci said. 


was 
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Bower named new 
SABES director on 
Lawrence campus 


Carol Bower, of Westford, 
MA, was recently named the new 
regional director for Northeast 
System for Adult Basic Education 
Support (SABES) on _ the 
Lawrence campus of Northern 
Essex Community College. 

Bower brings with her more 


a than 25 years of 


experience in 
career counsel- 
ing, business, 
and education, 
including five 
years coordinat- 
ing career ser- 
vices and special 
projects for an 
adult education center in Canada; 
three years teaching human 
resources management at Bishops 
University in Quebec; and 10 
years operating her own human 
resources development consulting 
practice. 

After working in career ser- 
vices at UMASS Lowell, Bower 
served as assistant director of 
Career Services at a one-stop 
career center, 

A native of Montreal, Canada, 
Bower received both a Bachelor of 
Arts in Art History and a Master's 
of Education in counseling from 
McGill University. 


Bower 


NECC offers workshop 
in public speaking 


It’s been said you can only 
make a first impression once. It’s 
also been said you have just 30 
seconds to make a good first 
impression. 

If both of these axioms are 
true then why not maximize those 
first 30 seconds and make a killer 
first impression. 

Learn the skills necessary in a 
new Effective Public Speaking 
and Presentation Skills six-week 
workshop at Northern Essex 
Community College. 

Explore an easy, non-threat- 
ening method to achieve good 
presentation and speaking skills in 
a fun atmosphere. 

You will not only learn to pre- 
sent yourself and your subject to 
maximize your 30 seconds, but 
also learn that public speaking can 
be fun. Participants should bring a 
paper and pen. 

This course, which will meet 
on Tuesdays from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. March 9 through April 13 at 
the college’s Andover extension at 
the Greater Lawrence Technical 
School, will be taught by Ann 
Jaroncyk, who has extensive pre- 
sentation experience in sales, 
training, and customer service. 
The cost is $179 per person. 

To register contact Diane 
Zold-Isenberg, Business and 
Professional Development 
Programs Manager at NECC 
Continuing Education Services at 
978-556-3802 or 
dzoldisen@nece.mass.edu. 

For additional information 
contact Ernie Greenslade, director 


of publicrelations at Northern | 


Essex Community College, at 


978-556-3862 or 
egreenslade(@necc.mass.edu 


Fake fire alarms and 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Much happened on NECC’s 
Haverhill and Lawrence campuses 
during the holiday season. 

Student removals and injuries 
were a few incidents. A false fire 
alarm and even a spurious bomb 
threat were reported in Eagle secu- 
rity records. 

In early December, a student 
was removed from class at a pro- 
fessor’s request. Later that week a 
student injured their wrist after tak- 
ing a fall and was transported to the 
hospital. 

Another injury occurred a few 
days after where a student fell and 
sprained their knee and ankle. 

During the middle of the 


month, an NECC professor report- 
ed a man to Eagle security sitting 
on the second floor ledge of the 
rear of the C-building. By the time 
security had arrived the man had 
left. 

At the end of the month the fire 
alarm was pulled on the third floor 
of the Spurk building. The fire 
department responded and discov- 
ered the alarm handle was broken. 

On NECC’s Lawrence campus 
a bomb threat was called into the 
Lawrence Police station from a 
phone at the Lawrence campus. 

The following information was 
obtained from the campus security 
office: 

12/4/03: A student 
removed from class at a professor’s 
request, report taken. 

12/8/03: A student fell and 
injured his wrist. He was taken to 
the hospital and a report was taken. 

A student reported being 
harassed by another student and 
was referred to Nita Lamborgini 

12/9/03: A student reported 
they were suffering from a sprained 
knee and ankle after falling. 

12/10/03: After finding damage 
to their vehicle, a student notified 
security and a report was taken. 


was 


bogus bomb threats 


12/11/03: A car rolled into the 
middle of the parking lot. 

12/15/03: A morning snow- 
storm resulted in a 2 hour delay on 
both campuses. 

12/17/03: A professor reported 
a man to Eagle security sitting on 
the second floor ledge of the C- 
building. However, by the time 
security arrived, he was gone. 

12/18/03: Merchandise was 
reported stolen from a vehicle. The 
owner alerted security and a report 
was taken. 

12/19/03: The fire alarm was 
pulled on the third floor of the 
Spurk building. After the fire 
department responded, the alarm 
handle was found to be broken. 

A purse was found and returned 
to the owner. 

12/22/03: Lawrence police 
reported a bomb threat called into 
their station from a phone at the 
Lawrence campus. 

12/23/03: Faculty reported 
money was missing from their desk 
and the problem was resolved. 

1/11/04: A package was found 
by the side door of the gym. The 
box turned out to be trash and was 
disposed of. 


file photo 


NECC Receives $5,000 grant— richard B. colon (left), the 


regional director of public affairs of Verizon Communications, presents NECC 
President David Hartleb with a check worth $5,000, which Verizon donated to fund a 


special 


technology class 


for ESOL’s 


English Literacy/Civics program. 


The program’s goal is to help improve the computer skills of students 
enrolled in ESOL classes which are located at the Amesbury and Lawrence campus, 


which will 


help them compete for better positions 


in the job market. 


The ESOL program, or English for Speakers of Other Languages, is based 
around the goals of improving language skills for dealing with their family, employ- 


ment and community. 


College criminal justice 
program receives 
expert approval 


A team of criminologists from 
across the country, including experts 
from The Citadel, Rutgers and the 
University of Colorado, recently 
gave the Northern Essex 
Community College Criminal 
Justice Program its stamp of 
approval. 

The team was commissioned by 
the Board of Higher Education 
(BHE) to review all of the Criminal 
Justice Programs in Massachusetts 
and decide whether they met tough 
new standards implemented by the 
BHE in the wake of criticism of the 
Quinn Bill, which provides salary 
incentives for police officers who 
advance their educations in criminal 
justice. 

Just 14 of the 46 criminal justice 
programs in Massachusetts passed 
the stringent new academic criteria, 
which require advanced degrees for 
faculty; strict over-site of testing, 
curriculum and course-loads; and 
the abolition of credit for “life expe- 
rience.” 

“We are very pleased with this 
news,” said David F. Hartleb, presi- 
dent of Northern Essex. “They set 
the bar very high and Carol 
Liebman, coordinator of the 
Criminal Justice Program; her facul- 
ty; and students enrolled in the pro- 
gram deserve a great deal of credit 
for rising to the challenge.” 


Emotion, stress and 
health programs to be 
offered 


Beginning — in 
Northern Essex Community 
College will offer six CEU 
(Continuing Education Unit) pro- 
grams designed for those in the 
health care industry including a 
new one titled Emotions, Stress, 
and Health. 

NECC’s Continuing Education 
courses provide contact hours 
required by state licensing boards. 
Approved contact hours listed with 
each course meet CEU contact 
hour requirements for Registered 
Nurses, Licensed Practical Nurses 
and a variety of health/human ser- 
vice professionals. 

Full-day programs have a short 
lunch break; bring a bagged lunch. 
The general public is also welcome 
to register for these courses. 

Courses include: 

Emotions, Stress, and Health. 
Emotions and stress can be at the 
root of many symptoms, diseases, 
chronic pain, depression, anxiety, 
and the deterioration of health over 
time. Learn the connections. 
Thursdays, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
March 25 and April 1. 

Using the Enneagram to 
Improve Relationships. A psycho- 
logical and spiritual system of 
knowledge, states that each person 
is one of nine basic personality 
types, understand who is what 
type, why, and how it relationships 
are effected. Wednesday, Feb. 11, 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Improving Communication 
with the Older Adult: Working 
with Residents & Their Families, 
Explore the emotional impact of 
guilt, loss,fear, and helplessness to 
improve your understanding and 
ability to work with residents and 
their families as well as their co- 
workers. 


February, 
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Following win in lowa, 
Kerry gains momentum 
in New Hampshire 


CONCORD, N.H. (AP) John 
Kerry's having a pretty good week 
not only in Iowa, but in New 
Hampshire, where the latest track- 
ing poll has him on the rise, partly 
because some voters are moving 
away from Howard Dean, a pollster 
said Sunday. 

After months of struggling to 
get his campaign off the ground in 
New Hampshire, Kerry has jumped 
9 percentage points in six days in an 
American Research Group poll that 
places him third, behind Dean and 
Wesley Clark. 

Kerry also received the 
endorsements from two of New 
Hampshire's largest newspapers on 
Sunday—the Concord Monitor and 
The Telegraph of Nashua. 

“Several of the candidates seek- 
ing the presidency are capable of 
defeating Bush in the fall,’ the 
Monitor wrote. “Of them, John 
Kerry is best prepared to rebuild 
alliances abroad and repair the 
economy at home.” 


MLK legacy honored 
across the nation 


ATLANTA (AP) Monday's 
daylong celebration of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s birthday included 
memorials, church services and vol- 
unteer projects around the country. 

Organizers of holiday events 
have long emphasized the impor- 
tance of community service in their 
annual King Day theme of 
“Remember! Celebrate! Act! A Day 
On ... Not a Day off.” 

On Martin Luther King Jr's 
actual birthday last Thursday, about 
800 protesters gathered to protest 
President Bush's visit to the slain 
civil rights leader's tomb. 

Beating drums and chanting, 
“Peace, not war; that's what Martin 
stood for’ many of the protesters 
said Bush's policies on the Iraq war, 
affirmative action and social service 
funding contradicted King's legacy. 


Matthew Shepard’s 
mother lobbies for 
hate crime bill in Utah 


SALT LAKE CITY (AP) The 
mother of Matthew Shepard, the 
gay Wyoming college student who 
was murdered in 1998, is in Utah to 
lobby for hate-crimes legislation 
that specifically protects homosex- 
uals and other classes of victims. 

“| don't want this to happen 
again,” Judy Shepard said Sunday. 

Her 21-year-old son died after 
being pistol-whipped, lashed to a 
fence and left for dead by two men 
who singled him out at a bar 
because he was gay. His attackers 
are serving life sentences. 

Utah adopted a law 12 years 
ago that provides enhanced penal- 
ties for crimes committed with hate 


as a motive. The law is considered 
unenforceable because it does not 
include a list of protected classes: 
race, color, religion, national origin, 
sexual orientation and age. 


Bush to propose job training grants 
for community colleges 


Job growth problems 
expected to be issue 


in re-election bid 


WASHINGTON (AP) In_ his 
State of the Union address this week, 
President Bush was to propose new 
job-training grants for community 
colleges to help prepare American 
workers for today's economy—a key 
issue in November's presidential 
election. 

As the newspaper went to press 
Monday afternoon, Bush was expect- 
ed, in his address to Congress and the 
nation Tuesday night, to announce at 
least $120 million in grants, adminis- 
tered by the Labor Department, to 
enhance work force training pro- 
grams at community colleges, educa- 
tion officials said Sunday. 

The president is expected to 
expand on the plan in a speech 
Wednesday at Owens Community 
College in Toledo, Ohio, a re-elec- 
tion battleground state that Bush has 
already visited more than a dozen 
times. 

“They are not putting the money 
into the Department of Education, 
they're putting it in the Department 
of Labor—the signal there is to focus 
on work force training activities,” 
said Terry Hartle, senior vice presi- 
dent of the American Council on 
Education, a trade association of 
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We would be very supportive 


of this proposal. 


—George Boggs, American 
Assoc. of Community Colleges 


1,800 two- and four-year colleges 
and universities. 

“I guess they think that training 
and retraining remains essential as 
we continue to see the erosion of 
American jobs, especially manufac- 
turing jobs,” Hartle said. That is a 
particular problem in such states as 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
Wisconsin and Michigan. 

Job growth is expected to be an 
important issue leading up to 
November's presidential election and 
Bush could be vulnerable. The econ- 
omy has lost about 2.3 million jobs 
since he took office in 2001, giving 
him the worst job-creation record of 
any president since Herbert Hoover. 

White House aides declined to 
comment on the proposal Sunday. 
“We'll let the president make his 
speech on Tuesday,” spokesman 
Taylor Gross said. 

Gross said Bush worked on his 
speech for a couple of hours Sunday 


afternoon after having 


lunch with national 
security adviser 
Condoleezza Rice; 


Harriet Miers, deputy 
chief of staff for poli- 
cy; and Karen Hughes, 
a former White House 


official and one of 
Bush's closest advisers, 
who flew in from 
Texas to help with the 
address. 
George R. Boggs, president and 
chief executive officer of the 
American Association of 


Community Colleges, which repre- 
sents 1,200 schools, said the grants 
would be targeted to workforce train- 
ing programs in high-demand occu- 
pations, such as health care. 

“Of course, on the national 
scheme, it's not a great amount, but 


it's certainly enough to help some of 


our colleges develop capacity for 
these programs, so we would be very 
supportive of this proposal,” Boggs 
said. 

Ohio state Sen. Randy Gardner, a 
Republican, said he was told that the 
economy and job training would be 
the topic of Bush's visit to the com- 
munity college in Toledo. 
“Community colleges in Ohio are 
very much job training and retraining 
oriented and Owens is considered a 
leader,” he said. 


NH considers tougher riot laws to 
deal with students out of control 


CONCORD, N.H. (AP) A 
Plymouth mother recalled standing in 
her nightgown as hundreds of college 
students —yelling obscenities and 
spraying beer— poured into her street 
and started a bonfire. 

The students took fences, picnic 
table and even clapboards from 
homes to feed the fire, Patrice Scott 
said, speaking in favor stiffer penal- 
ties against rioting. 

Scott supported a proposal before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee mak- 
ing it a felony to throw an object at a 
police officer during a riot even if it 
misses the officer. Scott said the state 
must treat such behavior seriously, or 


it will continue. 

Durham legislators sponsored the 
bill after riots last year at the 
University of New Hampshire, fol- 
lowing Red Sox and the school's 
hockey team losses. The Plymouth 
incident also followed a Red Sox 
game. 

Keene Police Chief Arthur 
Walker said the bill was “timely and 
helpful to all those involved in the 
university system." Keene State 
College is in Keene. 

No one spoke against the bill, and 
committee Chairman Andrew 
Peterson, R-Peterborough, said he 
would like to see the bill pass quickly. 


Rioting “needs to be addressed force- 
fully with some greater legal sanc- 
tion,” he said. 

The bill is one of several pro- 
posed to address rioting near college 
campuses. 

Two House bills would make it 
easier to expel students involved in 
rioting and set mandatory minimum 
sentences for those convicted. 

Durham Police Chief Dave Kurz 
also spoke in support of the bill, say- 
ing police have trouble now getting 
anything more than misdemeanor 
convictions in these cases. 


A few words 
of wisdom- 


Orlando Isaza, the 
assistant dean of social 
sciences at Holyoke 
Community College, 
spoke to the faculty and 
administration of 
Northern Essex as the 
keynote speaker of the 
2004 Spring Convocation 
on Friday, Jan. 16. 

He talked to NECC 


employees about Latino 


culture and the 
challenges that Latino 
students face. 

Isaza recently 
received an Honorary 
Doctorate of Humane 
Letters from the College 
of Our Lady of the Elms 
and has been lecturing 
on topics such as minori- 
ty affairs since 1969. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


US helicopter bombs 
village home in 
Afghanistan, killing 11 


KANDAHAR, — Afghanistan 
(AP) A U.S. helicopter bombed a vil- 
lage home in southern Afghanistan 
killing 11 people, four of them chil- 
dren, Afghan officials said Monday. 
There was no immediate comment 
from the U.S. military. 

The attack occurred at around 4 
a.m. on Sunday, a day after U.S. 
forces hunting for Taliban insurgents 
had searched Saghatho village, 
where the home is located, said 
Abdul Rahman, chief of Char Chino 
district in Uruzgan province. 

“They were simple villagers, 


they were not Taliban. | don't know 
why the U.S. bombed this home. We 
have informed our authorities,” he 
told an Associated Press reporter by 
telephone in the southern city of 
Kandahar. 


Japanese arrive in 
Iraq for controversial 
deployment 


SAMAWAH, Iraq (AP) An 
advance team of Japanese soldiers 
crossed into southern Iraq on 
Monday, marking the first time the 
couniry's troops have served in a 
conflict zone since World War II. 

The Japanese engineering and 
water purification unit, escorted by 
Dutch troops, moved out froma U.S. 
military base in the Kuwaiti desert, 
heading overland for Camp Smitty, 
about 5 kilometers (3.1 miles) out- 
side the Iraqi town of Samawah. 

When fully deployed in 
Samawah by March, a 1,000-strong 
Japanese contingent will help purify 
local water supplies, rebuild schools 
and provide medical care in southern 
Iraq. They will carry arms for self- 
protection but their role will be non- 
combatant. 

There is widespread opposition 
to the mission in Japan, where the 
nation's World War II defeat and the 
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki are considered horrifying 
reminders of the devastation of war. 

But in Samawah, the arrival of 
the Japanese troops has been eagerly 
anticipated by many who hope the 
troops will put an end to the constant 
power outages and sanitation prob- 
lems that have plagued the city since 
the U.S.-led coalition toppled the 
regime of Saddam Hussein. 


US anti-drug plan is 
risking lives in 
Latin America 


BOMBAY, India (AP) The 
United States is putting civilians at 
risk by backing the fumigation of 
vast areas of Ecuador and Colombia 
with deadly chemicals in its fight 
against drug traffickers and guerril- 
las, Ecuador's former environment 
minister said Monday at the World 
Social Forum. 

The. US 


project, “Plan 


Colombia,” is aimed at fighting drug 
trafficking and cutting off funding to 
terrorist groups in Latin America. 
The fumigation is aimed at eradicat- 
ing plantations of coca, the raw 


material for cocaine. 
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NECC welcomes TV personality 


Tom Bergeron invited 
to speak at the 2004 
graduation ceremony 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


An annual tradition invites a 
well-known speaker to the NECC 
graduation ceremony on May 22, 
2004. “Hollywood Squares” host 
Tom Bergeron will be on campus to 
celebrate with the 2004 NECC grad- 
uates. Bergeron attended NECC 
back in the early to mid 70’s. 

Though traditionally alumni are 
asked to be the commencement 
speaker at the graduation ceremony, 
Bergeron, who didn’t graduate from 
NECC, seemed like a perfect choice. 

Bergeron is a celebrity, his pro- 


fession is well known and his career 
is successful, all of which are great 
qualities to be a speaker, especially 
one to inspire students as they move 
to a greater step in 
their lives. 

Ernie Greenslade, 
NECC’s directer of 
public relations, is 
excited for Bergeron’s 
appearance on cam- 
pus and she feels as 
though he was an 
excellent pick. 

“Tom Bergeron is 
a well-known man, He is a commu- 
nicator and he will deliver a message 
in a real fun way,” said Greenslade. 

When President David Hartleb 
asked Bergeron to speak at the grad- 
uation he responded right away. 

“As a former student of NECC, 
I’m honored to be the commence- 
ment speaker, particularly given that 


ws 


www.tvtor 


Tom Bergeron hosted his own tv show “Talking With Tom 
Bergeron” in Boston in the 1980’s. 


NECC alumni mentoring students 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


An old program is coming back 
to NECC to help students get through 
their two years more smoothly. 

The Alumni Mentor Program is 
going to be re-introduced to the col- 
lege, which is an organization that 
will be customized to every student 
according to his or her major. 

This program will help students 
receive guidance, support, and have a 
one-on-one relationship with some- 
one who has already walked in their 
shoes. 

The mentors will be students who 
graduated from NECC and are will- 
ing to help students with any ques- 


ng 


"It’s easier to have someone to communicate with 


charge of this program, eagerly 
invites NECC students to join her and 
the mentors in making this program a 
success on campus while benefiting 
the students and their own success 
through college. 

“It’s easier to have someone to 
communicate with rather than mud- 


dling along by themselves,” said 
Jensen 
Jensen received 11 quick 


responses within a time period of less 
24 hours. The alumni 
shown quite an interest and Jensen 


than have 
hopes for a similar response from the 
students. 

“The college’s strategic plan is 
centered on the student’s success and 
the mentoring program will help pro- 
mote their continued 
Jensen 


success,” 


than muddling along by themselves.” 


tions they have concerning their 
major, their future, or anything to do 
with their classes. 

Libby Jensen, the woman in 


-Libby Jensen 


The arrival of this program could- 
n't have come at a better time consid- 
ering January is National Mentoring 
Month and what better way to cele- 
brat than to sign up on the NECC 


I never graduated. However, rest 
assured, I won’t let that stand in the 
way of my pontificating about how 
these graduates should conduct the 


rest of their lives,” said Bergeron. 

According to a release, Hartleb 
said, “We like to have individuals 
whose lives have been touched by 
Northern Essex. A community col- 
lege can be a stepping stone to 
careers in all areas including enter- 
tainment. [Students] are inspired by 
their stories of success.” 

Alumni remembered _ that 
Bergeron was enrolled and took part 
in drama and mime classes at NECC. 
Also the TV host took a role in a play 
at NECC called “Comedy of Errors.” 
Bergeron played the role of Dromio. 

Bergeron, 48, is a Haverhill 
native who attended Haverhill High 
School, and started an early career in 
broadcasting at the radio station 
WHAV located in downtown 
Haverhill, currently known as “The 
River,” as a disc jockey for an after- 
school job. In 1980, Bergeron’s 
career took flight when he created 
and hosted a highly rated night-time 
television show known as none-other 
than the “Tom Bergeron Show.” Two 
years later he became part of the 
WBZ-TV team and hosted quite a 
few of their programs, such as “Rap 


website to become a mentor. 

The mentor as well as the student 
will value this opportunity as a learn- 
ing experience as well as a new- 
formed friendship. 

This program is to link current 
and former students of NECC togeth- 
er to share and promote successes. 
The Alumni Mentor Program is 
designed to match a student with his 
or her major or career choice to an 
NECC alumnus who is working in the 
same career. 

The mentor will have experience 
and advice for the student and will be 
able to provide answers and guidance 
to help them through the years at 
NECC. The mentor will be easily 
reachable through e-mail, telephone, 
or in person and the student can 
decide how often he or she should 
meet with 
his or her 
mentor. 
Students 
working 
with men- 
tors may 
also be able 
to have the 
opportuni- 
ty to indulge in internships, shadow- 
ing experiences, and also networking. 
Activities can also be scheduled for 
the mentor and the student. The men- 
tor could give a tour of his or her 


Around,” “Super Kid,” and 
“4Today.” When 1987 rolled around, 
Bergeron became the anchor of 
“People Are Talking” on the WBZ 


boa 


“As a former student of NECC, ’m honored to be 
the commencement speaker...” 


-Tom Bergeron 


network, which was Boston’s top 
rated daily show. By 1993, Bergeron 
was selected to be the host of FX’s 


“Breakfast Time,” which became 
“Fox After Breakfast” three years 
later. He graced ABC’s “Good 
Morning America” and CBS’s “The 
Early Show” with his broadcasting 
knowledge and entertainment for the 
past 20 years as well. 

Bergeron will be speaking in 
front of a student body of 600 gradu- 
ating students at NECC in the spring. 

The class of 2004 should be 
excited they will be having a celebri- 
ty speak at their graduation. The day 
should be a huge hit and be loaded 
with lots of fun. It will be one to 
remember. 


File photo 


Tom Bergeron, the host of “Hollywood Squares” and “Funniest 
Home Videos,” will be speaking at the 2004 NECC graduation. 


Libby Jensen, the director of the alumni and donor relatons, is 
the Alumni Menotr Program’s director and organizer. 


company to the student or step in and 
observe company meetings. 

The student will be able to have 
an on-the-job experience to help them 
further their skills in their area of 
interest. This program provides a 
“teacher-student relationship,” but 
out of the classroom and into the 
workforce. 

A mentor is a person a student 
can look upon for help, guidance, 
support, a friend, and a listener. 
Jensen believes this program will 


benefit everyone who gets involved. 
She encourages everyone to sign up 
and be part of a life long learning 
experience which will help students 
get their foot in the door when they 
are ready to move up in the world and 
on to bigger and better things. 

For more information on the 
Alumni Mentoring Program, please 
contact Libby Jensen, ext. 3621 or go 
to - the website: 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/alumni/m 
entor.shtml. 
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Reality Television showing people 
in the worst light 


New fad stereotypes 
constantly and makes 


people look like morons 


By BRENDA BOLDUC 
Contributing Reporter 


Reality shows are the new wave 
in television. Some people won't 
admit to watching these shows, but 
like the old saying about driving by a 
horrible car accident, no one really 
wants to look, but the curiosity gets 
the better of us, and we just can’t 
help ourselves. 

These shows are giving some 
high priced actors and their TV sit- 
coms a run for their money in ratings. 

Actors get paid the big bucks to 
act foolish, immoral, and socially 
dysfunctional. With reality shows, 
you witness people acting foolish, 
immoral and dysfunctional without 
any training or a whopping salary, it 
all comes naturally. 

When “Survivor” first appeared, 
most people assumed it would be 
based on how well someone can sur- 
vive on an island without the assis- 


The Simpsons; great to watch, 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


If you like the Simpsons televi- 
sion show, then the new Simpsons 
video game, “The Simpsons: Hit and 
Run,” is for you. 

The game has its players running 
all sorts of missions all over 
Springfield, like getting Barney’s 
plow truck to destroy Smither’s car 
before he gets to the power plant or 
saving the lost fish before the sea 


tance of modern technology. 

It quickly became apparent the 
show’s focus was on how people 
socially fit together and their ability 
to deceive and manipulate one anoth- 
er. 

More times than not, it wasn’t the 
strongest and fittest that survived, it 
was the one that could manipulate 
and deceive people the best. 


financially was barely able to make 
ends meet. 

The show wanted to see if 
women would choose love over 
money once they found out he was 
flat broke. 

Dangle that carrot of wealth in 
front of them and then rip it away and 
get their reaction, oh, and we can’t 
forget ratings. 


So what if a few men have their hearts 
and self-image stomped on, makes for 


great ratings right? 


Who could forget the first “Joe 
Millionaire”? 

Women who chose to be on the 
show wanted to find “true love” but 
were led to believe he was some 
worldly and wealthy man. The “real- 
ity” of this show was that he was just 
some guy working construction, and 


captain puts them on the shelves in 
cans. 

The player has the choice to be 
Homer, Bart, Lisa, Marge, and Apu. 

All are equipped with their own 
dialogue recorded by the cast of the 
Simpsons. The writers of the 
Simpsons crafted new story lines and 
the dialogue for the game. There are 
over 30 Simpsons characters as well 
as over 100 Springfield landmarks. 

One part of the game includes a 
ride through Krusty Land where you 
can use a car jump as a short cut to 


Intriguing convict art 
to be shown on NECC 


campus 


By Lisa CopPpoLa 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Members of the Life Long 
Learning program here at NECC 
have an exciting lecture headed their 
way. 

John Olszewski, a criminal jus- 
tice lecturer, will be visiting NECC 
on March 11 at 2 p.m. in the Bentley 
Library conference area and exhibit- 
ing artwork created by famous con- 
victs. 

Olszewski will be showing pieces 
ranging from drawings in ballpoint 
pen to handcrafted leather work. He 
will be talking about the value of 
these items, collectability issues and 
the background behind them. When 


asked what interested him the most 
about the artwork, Olszewski said. “It 
is how clearly the individuals person- 
ality can show through.” 

“| started reading true crime at an 
early age and was drawn to it for my 
studies in college and my career 
choice.” The idea of being able to 
look so deeply into the minds of these 
convicts is one that may spark inter- 
est in many here at NECC. 

Lectures such as these, brought 
about by the Life Long Learning 
Program at NEC, are originally 
offered to those 50 plus. Carol 
Duhart, Program coordinator, says 
“Although this is the age of most 
attendees, younger students occasion- 
ally do join in.” 


Why the show cast him for the 
role is hard to comprehend. They 
were able to make him look the part 
of a wealthy bachelor, but as soon as 
he opened his mouth, that fantasy 
was soon shattered. Not only did he 
have the personality of a brick, but 
seeing a close-up of his face was like 


escape from police chief Wiggum. 
As the characters, the player can 
explore Ned Flanders home and have 
a chat with Apu at the Kwikie Mart. 

You can run the town on foot or 
by vehicle, but be careful the 
Simpsons don’t exercise much so if 
you have them running they’ll need 
to take breaks to keep their steam. 
Characters are also equipped with 
different outfits and cars that can be 
purchased when you gather enough 
coins. Don’t forget to checkout the 


Simpsons tree house and_ the 


looking into a vast wasteland. 

These women appear to be intel- 
ligent, successful women. This show 
didn’t exactly portray them in a good 
light. It makes one wonder, are some 
women so desperate and shallow that 
as long as he is handsome and rich, it 
doesn’t matter if the man can carry a 
conversation? 

Now with a new season comes a 
show called Average Joe. Who’s the 
genius that came up with this story 
line? They find a beauty queen look- 
ing for Mr. Right, she’s expecting to 
fall in love with a man she’ll proba- 
bly have to compete with for the mir- 
ror each morning, live happily ever 


after and make beautiful clones of 


themselves. 

Unfortunately for her, she wasn’t 
informed of the show’s title and sud- 
denly the man of her dreams is what 


some portray as the average Joe of 


society. These men arrive on a bus, 
and one by one introduce themselves 
to her looking more like the revenge 
of th socially impaired, dysfunction- 
al misfits of America than your 
“average Joe.” 

To her surprise these men aren’t 
physically what she would be attract- 
ed to. The producers of this show 


Flander’s backyard for some extra 
coins. 

This game varies from the previ- 
ous Simpsons game “The Simpsons: 
Road Rage” in a way that there is an 
object to this game: missions. The 
missions add more excitement and 
goals to be achieved. 

“The Simpsons: Hit and Run” is 
more involved than the previous 
game which will lead to more suc- 
cess than “The Simpsons: Road 
Rage.” 

This game is fun and enjoyable 


appear to want us to see another ver- 
sion of the children’s story, beauty 
and the beast, but in the real sense of 
the word. 

In this version however, it does- 
n’t just end where the beauty and the 
beast live happily ever after. Midway 
through the show, there’s a twist. 
About half a dozen men come into 
the game, these men look like your 
magazine models, perfect face, chis- 
eled bodies, and not a hair out of 
place. The moral of this story: will 
the girl pick the man that has little in 
the looks department but is a “nice 
guy,” or choose the man who’s as 
pretty as her? So what if a few men 
have their hearts and self-image 
stomped on, makes for great ratings 
right? 

We’ ve been told it’s a cruel world 
out there, but do we actually want to 
see it portrayed on television every 
week? If we could say, well these 
shows are fake, they’re all actors, 
real people don’t behave like this, but 
according to what we’re seeing each 
week, We’d be wrong wouldn’t we. 
Reality, what’s so good about it? 


and fun to play 


especially for Simpsons fans. While 
playing you can become engrossed in 
being the characters and listening to 
their dialogue. There’s humor and 
action that can occupy any one for 
hours as well as the satisfaction of 
completing each mission and defeat- 
ing each level. 

This game is rated T for teens, 
preferably those 13 and older. 


NECC Spring music events 


An overview of 
musically motivated 
happenings 


With spring only a 


few 
months away, Merrimack Valley 


musicians are busy planning 


upcoming events. 


Essex Chamber 
Players will be 
Sunday, March 28, 2004, at 4 p.m. 
in the Bentley Library Conference 
Centeron the Haverhill Campus. 

Players are: Michael Finegold 
on flute, Emmanuel Feldman on 
cello, and David Pihl on piano. 

This concert includes; 

A Concert For All Program 

Plus; Kate Sullivan: 


Music 
performing 


Pinocchio premiere. A Musical 
Adaptation of the tale by Carlo 
Collodi 

Also, Composer Ross Moyer 
will be holding a new music pre- 
mier based on the history of 
Haverhill and the Greater 
Merrimack Valley in conjunction 
with the Haverhill Historical 
Society. General admission: 
$10;students/seniors: $5; fami- 
lies: $25 


The Piano-thon is a gather- 
ing of musical artists from the 
Greater Merrimack valley, Boston 
and other areas performingclassi- 
cal, jazz and new age works, 
including original compositions. 
This is a fund-raiser for Essex 
Chamber Music Players. 

Sunday, April 18, 2004, 2PM 
in the Conference Center, 
Haverhill Campus General admis- 
sion: $10; students/seniors: $5; 
families: $25. Bentley Library, 
Haverhill Campus. 


NECC’s Spring Concert 
featuring NECC’s Students 
Chorus and Performance 
Ensemble Pop, Rock, folk, Jazz 
and Classical Saturday, April 24, 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, April 25, 2 
p.m. Bentley Library, Haverhill 
Campus. 
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Movie Review 


Derek’s Corner 


A look at Tim 
Burton new film 
Big Fish’ 


DEREK BEDARD 
Arts Columnist 


Yes yes y'all, this is Derek's 
Corner, and it’s your new little movie 
section. | mean EVERYTHING, 
Film Reviews,DVDs, OSCAR pre- 
dictions, and of course random opin- 
ions. 

This installment features a film 
that may or may not slip under your 
film viewing radar, it’s called “BIG 
FISH.” It is directed by Tim Burton 
and stars Billy Crudup, Ewan 
McGregor, Albert Finney, and Steve 
Buscemi. 

The basic premise for Big Fish is 
simple. Have you ever had this uncle 
in your family who always made up 
big stories about his life and adven- 
tures, conveniently all taking place 
before you were born? Well, Will 
Bloom (Billy Crudup, who you may 
remember as Russell from Almost 
Famous) is living that scenario. 

Edward Bloom (Albert Finney, in 
a hopefully OSCAR nominated per- 
formance) has been telling the same 
stories since to everyone and every- 
thing since anyone could possibly 
remember, but nobody believes it. 
Edward is in his final days on earth, 
and his wife Sandra (Jessica Lange) 
has called Will home from Paris to 
make amends with his father, who he 
has not gotten along with for some 
time because Will thinks his father is 
a pathological liar, and he is a jour- 
nalist who has made his living based 
on telling truths. 

However, when confronted 
again, Edward continues to tell the 
same tired stories that forced Will 


apart from his father in the first place. 

Now this is where it becomes 
interesting, because Edward IS 
telling the truth, and we are brought 
to the early 1950s through a series of 
flashbacks where young Edward 
(Ewan McGregor) encounters witch- 
es, gets a job at a circus with all kinds 
of freaks & weirdos that are not so 
much freaky or weird, but very mis- 
understood, then meets the woman 
he is destined to marry, Sandra (now 
played by Alison Lohman). Together 
they find themselves going to China, 
amongst other inventive stories. 

Now are these exactly true or are 
they just figments of Edward’s imag- 
ination? 

Well that answer may be more 
shocking than you are expecting to 
hear. 

Big Fish is possibly Tim Burton’s 
best film since Ed Wood and one of 
the top films of late last year/early 
this year. 

I give Big Fish *** out of a pos- 
Ul eh el 

But if you can’t find yourself 
going to a theatre, then head over to 
your local video retailer and check 
out one of these great movies that are 
now available on DVD: Once Upon a 
Time in Mexico (the final chapter in 
the El Mariachi trilogy; starring 
Antonio Bandearis and Johnny 
Depp), Cabin Fever (sub par horror 
flick starring Rider Strong), Open 
Range (newest Kevin Costner west- 
ern, no Wyatt Earp, but we can for- 
give him). Out on 1/27 is: Radio, 
House of The Dead, Thirteen, and Le 
Divorce. 

Next time, we'll the 
newest movie with Ashton Kutcher: 
The Butterfly Effect, and tell you 
what TV Shows on DVD are worth 
your while in the littke DVD part at 
the end 


review 


A new view on the Arts 


Hi! I'm 
4 Lisa Coppola, 
the new Arts & 
Entertainment 
editor for the 
Observer. 

I am a 
Journalism 
major here at 
NECC and | 
hope to even- 
tually work as 
a critic full time and write books on 
the side. 

I am looking forward to writing 
for you guys this spring semester. | 


really appreciate the music, theatre 
and art that can be found here around 
campus and in the Merrimack Valley. 

I enjoy listening to many com- 
pletely different genres. I love every- 
thing from Billy Joel to the Dixie 
Chicks and | can’t forget Sinatra. 

I have a very open mind and can 
fall for nearly anything that is true to 
itself. | will try my hardest to make 
sure that my readers are all informed 
of creative events happening here on 
campus, and | hope to include those 
events located within “The Valley” 
also. 

If anyone has any events or ideas 
for me to look into, you can fell free 
to email me at the Observer! 


Make your voice heard 


Email your letters to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Be sure to sign your name and 
include phone number for verification. 


Difranco’s ‘Evolve’ 
shows a softer side 


By LisA COPPOLA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


The musical artist Ani 
Difranco has truly mastered her 
own passionately rough style in 
“Evolve”, which was released in 
2003. We don’t get as much of her 
political voice in this session as in 
past albums, ( but be sure to 
check out the ten minute long 
track “Serpentine” in which she 
discusses everything from Enron 
and September 11th). 

What we get this time around 
is a long awaited personal invite 
from Difranco to explore her 
somewhat softer side. 

In her lyrics she includes a lot 
of how she feels about love and 
possibly symbolically discusses 
the new door that is opened in her 
life by the separation of her loyal 
five piece band. 

Difranco started out a solo 
act at age 15 when she moved out 
of her mothers house and started 
showing off her style of folk/ 
punk music in shops 
around New York. 

Now after 15 albums and the 
success of Difranco’s self-started 
label Righteous Babe records, she 
has decided to return to her soli- 
tary shows. 

Difranco has also divorced 
her husband which may have cre- 
ated some of the tragic and heart- 
felt lyrics on this set. Lyrics such 
as “She was wincing like some- 
thing brittle trying hard to bend. 


coffee 


She was numb with the terror of 


losing her best friend.” We are 


very strongly 


reminded of 


www.righteousbabe.com photo 


=e 


We are very strongly reminded of 
Difranco’s strong talent to describe 
such scenes through her poetic 


energy. 


Difranco’s strong talent to 
describe such scenes through her 
poetic energy. 

Though it may be a bit diffi- 
cult for Difranco first timers to 
understand that these are not 
immediately ear-catching tunes, if 
they hang on and listen to her 
messages the addiction will be 
sure to set in. 

As for her devoted fans, they 
can expect to hear tracks similar 


to those of Little Plastic Castle. 
Jazzy tones and incredible Guitar 
playing along with amazing drum 
mechanisms coincide remarkably 
with Ani’s seductively abrasive 
voice. A voice that has truly per- 
fected itself through the years. 

The title of the CD, Evolve, 
displays what Difranco herself 
has done. 


Space no longer ‘the final frontier’ 


A look at conventions 
and what has become 
of them 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts Columnist 


We open on the set of “Frasier.” 
This episode of the sitcom begins at 
a sci-fi convention, where the 
pompous Dr. Crane has gone to 
search out X Men comics for his 
He wanders around, making 
insulting remarks about the intelli- 
gence of the attendees while people 
in Starfleet uniforms mill about 
behind him. 

This scene is irritating on at least 
two levels. 

One, sci fi/fantasy fans are gen- 
erally brilliant people as familiar 
with Shakespeare as they are with 
Star Wars. I know fans with degrees 
from Harvard and Oxford, fans who 
sing opera and fans who are well 
respected authors of historical fic- 
tion. 

Two, nobody comes to these 
things dressed as Star Trek charac- 
ters anymore. 


son. 


It’s not that Star Trek is unpopu- 
lar now. But only extremely hard- 
core fans, and people who are delib- 
erately trying to be ironic come 
dressed as those characters now. At 
any given convention you'll see pos- 
sibly two people in Starfleet cos- 
tumes. Chances are they will be 
older people. 

Space in general is out in fan- 
dom. Ratings on outer space set tv 
shows have gone down. Joss 
Whedon’s “Firefly” got cancelled 
after one season despite the giant 
successes of his other tv shows. 
“Voyager”, “Enterprise” and 
“Farscape” did decently in the world 
of sci fi, but failed to make much of 
an impact elsewhere. 

Even the “Star Wars” movies 
have not been making the impact 
they were expected to make. 

Yes, we go see them, yes we 
dutifully wear our costumes, but 
once the excitement of the big 
screen fades away, we're not quite 
as excited, 

What are we into now? 

Let’s gauge that by what cos- 
tumes were seen at the last conven- 
tion | attended: 

Generic elves, witches and wiz- 
ards, 


Harry Potter characters, 

Hobbits, 

Vampires, 

Wool dusters, (for the Angel 
fans) 

Black leather dusters, (for the 
Buffy fans) 

Even more black leather from 
the Matrix lovers, 

Medieval/Renaissance 
tumes, 

Combat boots, 

Comic book/Anime characters, 

Why? It might be because our 
own world has become scary and 
amazing enough that we don’t need 
to imagine new horrors and new 
cool gadgets. 

We'd rather retreat to the com- 
fort of the past, or consume stories 
of metaphorical demons than talk 
about space travel. 

To my generation, we know 
space travel is not that mysterious 
anymore, and we were also the first 
generation to be thoroughly trauma- 
tized by the Challenger disaster. 

There’s enough going on here 
on earth to occupy us. We don’t 
need to imagine the future, we live 
in it. 


cos- 
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LIFE iN Brset 


The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 


Hey, I ReCoeNize you! You'Re 
THaT LADY wHO Mabe EMPLOYee o 


Hey, BACK ore} X CJ], 
Ip witH 44 Kio! = 

CAN'T you PAPARAZz) © 
JusT cteT Me Live MY LiFe? 


eoye hpage oem 


THe MONTH oveR THeRe AT TooTie's 


= 


XR 


UNDIScLasEp 
me SEcRetT 
LOCATION 


we Serwrese 


ae fe 


or 


p12 


“| would strongly advise against 


saying you've gone mad.” 


Coma Fg e, Carn 


7 
DOPE (adj) 


(ie 
Re- 


FORBIDDEN WoRDS 


Pe 


PuRPoSinG 


GOVERNMENT 


eS 
HOMELAND 
SEcoRITY 


200% 


BIG 


rae, 


ACROSS 
1 Go over like a 
lead balloon 
5 Invites 
9 Yawning 
14___—vera 
15 Lure 
16 Underwater 
breathing 
organs 
17 Kudrow or Altner 
18 podrida 
19 Church 
instrument 
20 In the future 
23 See socially 
24 Answer 
25 Sported 
27 Quaint 
28 Bread sources 
32 Eye: pref. 
35 Felt concern 
36 Parched 
37 Peel 
38 Plays’ players 
39 Signify 
40 NASA's ISS 
partner 
41 Points of 
embarkation 
42 Rib 
43 Sodium __ 
45 May honoree 
46 Lots and lots 
47 Lightweight rifle 
51 Mild expletive 
54 Kind of cook 


| Crossword 
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9 Before now 
10 Supporting 
beam 
11 Pond scum 
12 __ du jour 
13 Feudal serf 


Solutions 


$ 
in 
u 
4 56 Jots 21 Busy person's 
3 58 Border on list 
ty 59 Too 22 Oxen couplers 
x 60 Author of “Dred” 26 Garnet's color 
q 61 Pete of baseball 28 Sew loosely 
3 62 New Jersey five 29 Brainchild 
s 63 Virile guy 30 Important 
64 Favorites times 
65 Being: Lat. 31 “Auld Lang 
32 Org. of oil 
DOWN producers 
1 Harvest 33 Liquid asset 
machine 34 Caspian feeder 
2 Popeye's girl 35 Poker cheater 
3 Hebrew lawgiver 38 Change 
4 Very tall, thin 39 Thin layer of 48 Waits for the 52 Memorizing 
A person tissue green process 
to 3 5 Teem 41 Niner or Buc 49 Cozy retreats 53 Minuscule 
“Why, Miss Johnson! Without your glasses ... 6 Caesar, e.g 42 Spanish bull 50 Irregularly particle 
‘re BEAUTIFUL!" 7 Joy lead-in 44 Canada's capital notched 55 Double-reed 
you re : 8 Steadfast 45 Dull surfaces 51 Part of a table instrument 
supporters 47 Pie surface setting 57 Bigwig in D.C. 
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The Good, The Bad & The Ugly 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


O.K., here’s the part where we get to learn from other people’s mistakes as well as compliment their good judgment in 
modern fashion trends. Appropriately, I’ve decided to entitle it “The Good, The Bad and The Ugly.” In this issue, we'll have a 


look at what celebrities are doing, or not doing, to compliment their style. 


The Good... 


Heather Graham is definitely doing something right here. She’s attending a conference promoting an arts program at 
New York’s city hall, all the while keeping her good looks up to par. Black is the easiest way to look good during the winter 
season. That’s right, it’s not just to make you look as thin as humanly possible anymore. The experts say black is a very slim- ~ 
ming, but more importantly it’s the easiest thing to match with. I mean, if you have problems matching with black, it’s time 


to throw in the towel and just wear sweat pants for the rest of your life. At least you'll be comfortable. 


The Bad... 


Paris, Paris, Paris...how many times do I have to tell you not to wear the pastel blue overcoat with the pink warm-up 
pants? This is how Miss Hilton was dressed recently while entering a posh Malibu restaurant. What is surprising is that Paris 


usually has excellent fashion sense. Not today though, she just looks lost and that hat is ridiculous. 


And The Ugly... 


Please people, DO NOT, I say again, DO NOT do this. Here we have Hugh Grant leaving a gym near his home in 
London. Why he is wearing a pea coat over his workout attire with those horrible little shorts is a mystery to me. One thing I 
do know is that if one gets the nerve to dress like this, please have the common courtesy to work on getting a tan first, for the 


good of all of us. 


So keep these do’s and don’ts in mind this year or you could become the next subject of public scrutiny in “The Good, The Bad 


and The Ugly.” 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


All right 
kids, yel 
another semes- 
ter begins here 
at NECC and 
with it comes 


an almost 


entirely new 
staff here at 
the Observer 

I think we all realize we have 
some big shoes to fill, but | can 
assure you, we are all very dedicat- 
ed to providing the same level of 
compelling journalism as our pre- 
decessors. 

I will be taking over the fash- 
ion ‘section, (which is now called 
style). And though | may not be as 


Out with the old, 
in with the new 


cute as the last fashion editor, I’m 
positive I will be able to provide 
the same level of compelling con- 
tent as Jillian did over the past few 
semesters 

Being a photographer, | am 
very interested in modern styles 
and fashions 

I also enjoy a wide variety of 
music such as punk, jazz and hip- 
hop, depending on the day 

So hopefully, you will all like 
what I have to offer, and I look for- 
ward to sharpening everyone's 


sense of style in 2004 


How to trim-up by wearing 


(KRT) We didn't need Men's 
Fitness magazine, purveyor of the 
infamous annual list of fattest U.S. 
cities, to tell us that a lot of people 
weigh too much. We know the 
allure of the drive-through 

Though the magazine offers 
lots of tips for turning a fat city into 
a fit one with bike paths, bigger 
parks, nutrition classes and smok- 
ing bans, it ignores the importance 
of looking good 

Just because your body isn't 
quite what you would like it to be 
(and truly, whose is), that deesn't 
mean you should abandon all sense 
of style 

The right clothes, carefully 
chosen, can make you look slim- 
mer, not to mention boost your 
mood, build your confidence and 
make the world a lot more pleasant 
for the rest of us. 

Detroit public relations execu- 
tive-Margo E. Williams long ago 


the right clothes 


saw the light. "Since I'm a little bit 
overweight myself. I observe other 
people very closely when they're 
overweight to see what doesn't look 
right on them," she says. "When I 
see something, | make sure | don't 
wear that type of outfit. I've always 
fought with my weight and am 
always trying to lose it, but you still 
have to look nice.” 

Williams prefers tailored suits, 
straight-legged pants, skirts at the 
knee and jackets with a bit of detail 
at the top. She likes close-fitting 
knit tops under jackets, but avoids 
close-fitting blouses because they 
gap in the front 

"A-tailored look is best when 
a’ little overweight,” she 
says. "But you can still have style." 

Oprah Winfrey is a pretty good 
role*model in this regard, usually 
choosing stylish clothes that high- 
light her hourglass figure. Even 
with ‘professional styling help, 


you're 


though, she occasionally wears gar- 
ments that look too tight. 

"Bad fit is never going to flatter 
your body shape," stylist Kendall 
Farr writes in "The Pocket Stylist" 
(Gotham Books, $20), a new book 
about dressing with flair. "If it's not 
flattering, what's the point of wear- 
ing it?" 

Determining whether a garment 
fits means taking a critical look in 
the mirror. If it pulls, gaps or cuts 
into your flesh, it doesn't fit. If it 
skims smoothly over your con- 
tours, it probably does. 

Of course, every body has its 
own quirks. Here, we think of men 
who wear their pants belted under a 
prominent belly (and we don't 
mean the teen trend of sagging 
jeans). Suspenders are the answer, 
so that the pants hang from the nat- 
ural waistline. 


Disagree with Dustin? Really agree with him? Want to tell the | 
Observer what you think is in style? 


E-mail us at Observer@necc.mass.edu 


Page13 NECC Observer Sept. 5, 2001 


Got sole? Shoe 


Go head to toe with 
new footwear for the 
winter season 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


With 
every New 
Year comes 
an entirely 
new line of 
clothing. 

What a 
lot of people 
tend to 
neglect 
while shop- 
ping is the 
very item of apparel they walk on 
every day. 

I’m speaking of course about 
shoes. 

A person’s shoes can say a lot 
about their style and who they are in 
general. 

Designers have come out with 
some brilliant new styles for this win- 
ter/2004 season. Top manufactures 
such as Calvin Klein and Diesel have 
been working hard to supply both the 
United States and Europe with some of 
the most popular styles this year. 

British footwear alone is a $2.8 bil- 
lion business, and over one-third of it is 
exported to the U.S. 

So during this winter season, 
everyone should be able to compliment 
their own personal style with an awe- 
some pair of kicks. 

Formal styles are better than ever 


this year. Some of the best brands for 
men are Kenneth Cole and Doc 
Martins. 

As far as women go, both Dolce & 
Gabbana and Steve Madden are defi- 
nitely a great way to complete your 
winter outfit. Surprisingly, many of 
these styles can be found for a great 
price of anywhere between $80 to 
$200. 

For those who are not into the 
fancy side of footwear, there are many 
casual styles to choose from. 

I suggest Diesel’s new line. Also, 
the classic styles Puma has to offer are 
still quite acceptable and affordable as 
well. 

They can usually be found for 
under a hundred bucks at most retail 
stores. If all else fails, Marshall’s can 
be a great place to find top name 
brands such as Converse, Vans, and 
Adidas at a great price. 

Since we live in New England, 
where the weather usually ranges from 
miserable to worse, it’s also important 
to think about what to wear during cold 
winter months. 

Whether it’s Timberland for men 
or Nine West for women, these lines of 
boots will not only keep your tootsies 
warm, they’Il also only run you about a 
hundred bucks tops. Also, contrary to 
popular belief, Uggs remain at the bot- 
tom of the winter fashion list, so wear 
them at your own risk 

With so many great styles to 
choose from, it should be easy for any- 
one to pick a pair that matches their 
style and their price range. So do your- 
self a favor and complete your outfit 
with a new pair of shoes this year. 

You'll be glad you did. 


Laidies, if you’re interest- 
ed in fitting your feet with 
a casual look this season, 
Diesel, (left) is the way to 
go. For us guys, the 
selection of formal shoes 
is better than ever. So if 
you want to impress the 
ladies, Prada’s new line, 
(below) is tip top. These 
and many other styles are 
available at great prices 
on E-Bay. 


www.ebay.com 


(KRT)Jan. 19-25, 2004 
Aries (March 21-April 
20). Early this week, watch 
for colleagues to publicly 
challenge policy changes or 
request new assignments. Business 


ambition is on the rise. Submit appli- 
cations, apply for loans and clarify 
all will work in your favor. Thursday 
through Sunday accent family deci- 
celed events, postponed promises or 
short-term financial adjustments. 
improved options will soon arrive. 
‘ Taurus (April 21-May 
re) renewed income sources or 
postponed job offers. Before 
expand their business duties, group 
influence and daily authority. Study 
colleagues and financial officials 
will search out your expertise. Friday 
are strongly felt. Expect yesterday's 
hopes, dreams and attractions to 
sophic. 
{| 21). Home and workplace 
obligations will be in con- 
need more attention than usual. Ask 
for added patience. At present, sensi- 
minor digestive ailments may be 
bothersome. Attend quickly to aller- 


workplace roles. By late Wednesday, 
sions. Key discussions involve can- 
Wait for new and creative ideas; 
20). Respond quickly to 
midweek, many Taureans_ will 
the past for valuable options. Bosses, 
through Sunday, romantic memories 
demand resolution. Remain philo- 
Gemini (May 21-June 

flict. Late Tuesday, loved ones may 
tivity is needed. After midweek, 
gies, disrupted sleep patterns or 


intestinal irritations. Some Geminis 


will need to adopt a more creative 
approach to health, fitness or vitality. 
Daily routines are vital. Stay alert to 
subtle fluctuations of energy. 
Cancer (June 22-July 
O 22). Dreams or sudden 
Co flashes of wisdom may 
compel many Cancerians to 
challenge business officials or rapid- 
ly expand their workplace influence. 
Areas strongly affected are complex 


power struggles, unusual behavior or 
ethical standards. Stay strong and 
by midweek. After Friday, a long- 
term friend may announce unusual 
probing questions. Friends and close 
colleagues need your guidance. 
Friends and colleagues will 
explore new concepts. After 
rekindled ambition will bring fast 
results. Watch for loved ones to also 
or lost hope. Sudden or unusual 
requests may be ongoing themes. 
or quick group decisions. Friday 
through Sunday, financial mistakes 
alert. Newly initiated projects may 
be permanently stalled. 
22). Social and romantic 
confidence are on the rise. 
watch for previously shy friends or 
lovers to issue private invitations. 


expect rare political complications 
travel or educational plans. Ask 
J2 Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). 

a brief phase of stagnation, 
make peace with social restlessness 
Watch for complex announcements 
from the past may reoccur. Stay 
m Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 

Monday through Thursday, 
Work officials may also rely heavily 


on your past efforts or public reputa- 
tion. Accept the compliment but 
remain cautious. New relationships 
will take extra time to fully develop. 
After Thursday, workplace alliances 
will subtly shit. Older colleagues 
may expect special treatment. Go 
slow and avoid direct confrontation. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 
( ) 23). Over the next six days, 
Suuae unfinished relationships 
may reappear. Expect sud- 
den social messages and fast roman- 
tic demands. Go slow, if possible, 
and avoid delicate emotional trian- 
gles. Loved ones will be unusually 
sensitive to minor changes. Late this 
week, watch also for a last-minute 
job or business proposal. Legal stan- 
dards and ethical decisions may be 
key influences. Don't hesitate to ask 
complex questions or reveal private 
information; integrity will prove 
vital. 
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 
WL 22). Over the next few 
days, subtle family pres- 
sures may steadily increase. 
Much depends on personal insight 
and learned spiritual lessons. Allow 
loved ones extra time to contemplate 
failed decisions or resolve past 
doubts. After midweek, fast financial 
changes, vague documents or busi- 
ness messages may cause confusion. 
Ponder job improvements and thor- 
oughly check all records. By late 
Saturday, a new era of group partici- 
pation and revised career goals will 
arrive. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 23- 
Dec. 21). Don't ignore the 
comments, social ideas or 


opinions of others. At the 
moment, home and emotional securi- 
ty may be deeply important to 
friends and loved ones. Find gently 
expressive ways to explore common 
ground and all will be well. After 
Thursday, younger colleagues may 
present creative ideas or ask for spe- 
cial consideration. Minor workplace 
politics may soon become challeng- 
ing. Offer your expertise and wait for 
decisions from authority figures. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22- 
oO Jan. 20). Before midweek, 
i your insight and attention to 
detail will impress key offi- 
cials. Contemplate new procedures 
and propose fresh projects. 
Advancement will be fast and per- 
manent. Early Thursday, a long-term 
friend may be mildly jealous of a 
new relationship. Remain focused 
and refuse to discuss delicate trian- 
gles. Loved ones will eventually 
regret their moodiness, isolation or 
criticism. Remain calm. Intimacy 
and trust will soon be rekindled. 
Aquarius (Jan, 21-Feb. 
WN 19). Monday through 
WN Wednesday, complex work 
projects may be replaced 
by potentially rewarding team 
assignments. Before mid-February, 
established policies will need to 
change. Expect sudden reversals and 
watch for positive ways to expand all 
business relationships. Thursday 
through Sunday, a private power 
struggle between relatives requires 


diplomacy. Don't confront. Loved 
ones are highly sensitive and will not 
appreciate an honest or bold discus- 
sion of key facts. 


Pisces (Feb. 20-March 
Ht 20). Loved ones may ask 

for practical advice over the 
next few days. Use this time to plan 
new home events, clarify finances or 
arrange educational programs. For 
many Pisceans a renewed interest in 
public discussion will help resolve 
home disputes. Someone close may 
need to clearly explain their past 
social judgments. Offer forgiveness. 
Your reaction to complex emotional 
needs or strained family dynamics 
may prove vital to the success of 
long-term relationships. 


If your birthday is this week ... 
Challenge the ideas of close col- 
leagues over the next few weeks. 
Planetary alignments indicate that 
important job promotions or revised 
educational goals will soon bring 
remarkable opportunities. Before 
mid-March, friends, colleagues and 
trusted companions may test your 
patience. Don't hesitate to offer con- 
fident decisions. Much of 2004 will 
bring practical advancement and 
renewed business ambition. After 
June 11, watch also for a sudden 
reversal in a long-term friendship or 
new love affair. Someone close may 
wish to evaluate the long-term goals 
of key relationships. If so, remain 
quietly detached and expect slow 
progress throughout the summer. By 
early September, all will work in 
your favor. 
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CC basketball looking to get hot 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The new semester is beginning 
and the NECC men and women’s 
basketball teams are getting back to 
business on their seasons. 

“As a basketball team we are just 
staring to gel,” said men’s basketball 
coach Darren Stratton. “This is prob- 
ably the best group of kids I’ve ever 
coached.” 

After a prolonged break, which 
went through most of the winter 
break, the men’s basketball team has 
gone 1-1 since coming back from the 
break and has found a new sense of 
optimism. 

“With these nine guys, I'll go 
against any team,” said Stratton. 

In their first game back NECC 
lost a game to Massasoit 57-55 on a 
last second shot. But the team got 
back on track one week later with a 


two-point win over Roxbury. 

At 5-9, the Knights are very 
excited about the rest of the season 
and believe the team is looking better 
than ever. 

‘We've been coming together 
really well,” said NECC captain Luis 
Juarbe. 

Juarbe said there was no game 
that his team was not in for the first 
half, but the game did not fall there 
way a few times. He said with the 


way his team has been looking of 


late, the rolls will start going there 
way very soon. 

“We’re a solid team and we’ve 
been hustling,” said sophomore Greg 
Duncan. “Anybody we play, we will 
come out on top.” 

Stratton said he expects a win- 
ning streak in the near future and 


Juarbe noted that an upcoming set of 


four home games would be a good 
time for the streak to occur. 


Duncan stated that the team’s 


Upcoming 
NECC games: 


Men’s basketball: 


currently 5-9 


Ranked Third in their 


division 


Fourth in the region 
1/22 vs Mitchell 


1/27 vs Quinsigamond 


Women’s Basketball: 


currently 3-7 


1/22 vs Bunkerhill 
1/24 vs Manchester 


goals for the rest of the year will be 
to win the Regionals, which will be 
held at Northern Essex, and make the 
National Tournament. 

“IT want a championship banner,” 
said Francisco Santos, a junior for- 
ward. “Not one that says runners- 
up.” 

Surce Medina also said it was 
important for the team to finish with 
a winning record. 

Most of the players said a key to 
accomplishing their goals was to 
play as a team, which they have been 
doing better than ever of late. 

Despite losing a few players to 
grades, the team feels they are com- 
ing together and will be able to 
accomplish anything they set out to 
do. 

“I’m very confident that this 
team is going to do something special 
this semester,” said Stratton. 

“We're looking to get more 
respect,” said Santos. “We’re doing it 


for our kids.” 

The leading scorer for the 
Knights thus far has been guard/for- 
ward Surcan Fenerci. The giant 6-7 
newcomer is averaging 16/14 points 
per game and before the break was 
ranked fifth in the nation in rebound- 
ing with 95. 
Forward Joe 
Tardiff is 
second in 
scoring with 


et 


I want a championship 


to center Shayne Matthews. 

“We are maintaining a team,” 
said NECC Athletic Director Susan 
MacAvoy. “Many schools have 
dropped their teams.” 

MacAvoy said many area girls 
teams have dropped their teams due 
to a lack of play- 
ers, such as 
Manchester and 
2002-2003 cham- 
pion Gateway. 


13 points banner. S h e 
per game. —Francisco Santos expressed _ that 
Juarbe is the Lady Knights 
leading the must be com- 


team in 
assists with just under five per game. 

While the men are looking to hit 
their stride in the second half, the 
women’s team has been hit with a 
number of obstacles. 

The girls, who are 3-7 on the sea- 
son are playing with only six players 
and have had to work with the injury 


mended for play- 
ing with only 6 players, which equals 
out to no rest for the players since 
five players are on the floor at once. 
The team had to play with only four 
players after Matthews went down 
with her injury. 

“They are playing very hard,” 
MacAvoy said. 


A look at high school sports 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The most common complaint 
about professional sports is every- 
thing is driven by money 

I once had a teacher who would 
say “money is the root of all evil.” 

This man also just barely missed 
playing in the NBA 

Even in college sports, every- 
thing is driven by money. Anyone 
who was watching the college foot- 
ball national championship game 
the “Nokia Sugar Bowl.” You 
know, like the cell phones. If you 
watched Boston College play on 
New Years Day, you saw _ the 
“Diamond Walnuts San Francisco 
Bowl.” That game was played at Pac 
Bell Park 

This is what is called corporate 
sponsorship. Companies pay teams 
or leagues millions of dollars to use 
the name of their company in some 
way. It’s great advertising, I use 
Gillette razors, you know, like the 
Patriot’s stadium. 

But there is a place where a 
sports fan can see pure sports the way 
they were meant to be played. This 
place is any high school in the area. 

That’s right, high school sports. 


Saw 


Sure, it doesn’t have the skill level of 


college or professional sports, but 


these 
money. 


players aren’t playing for 


| am only two years removed 
from playing for one of the best high 
school football teams in 
Massachusetts's history, the 1999- 
2002 Pentucket Football teams, so | 
can still relate to the players on the 
field at a high school game. 

Over the past year I have also had 
the privilege of covering high school 
football, baseball, basketball and 
hockey for the Eagle-Tribune. 

At first I felt a little silly covering 
high school kids, but as I do it I real- 
ize it is a great opportunity. 

High school is the highest level 
most athletes will ever play sports 


and they only have a short amount of 


time to do it, so it is their chance to 
be a celebrity. 


I can’t describe the feeling of 


running onto the football field in 
front of a screaming crowd and get- 
ting ready to play some ball. 

Winning a league championship 
or a Super Bowl in high school is like 
winning the NFL Super Bowl to the 
players and the high school fans. 

For a moment, it’s like playing 
in professional football. And after a 
big game, the players aren’t looking 
for the camera or thinking about a 
new contract. They are looking to 
hug their mother or father, and 


we 


David Willis photo 


maybe their favorite girl or guy. 

This is true for any high school 
sport. Most of these athletes are get- 
ting a chance to do something they 
love and they must take advantage of 
the small window of opportunity 
they have. 

I will admit I recently covered a 
girls basketball game and | even 
found it to be entertaining because 
those girls played with passion. 

Sure it has been hurt over the 
years by overbearing parents, but 
those instances are few and far 
between. 

Don’t go to see big dunks or long 
home runs. But if you want to see 
athletes playing their hearts out and 
just trying to be the best player they 
can for themselves, or their girl, 
watch high school sports. 


Boston Sports Trivia 


Question: Who was the last Boston Red Sox to 
win a Golden Glove award with the Red Sox? 
(NOTE- This does not include current Red Sox infielder Pokey 
Reese who won 2 with the Reds.) 


Do you Dissagree with one of David’s opinions? Want to tell us your 
viewpoint or what you think about sports? 
E-Mail us at: Observer@necc.mass.edu 


- etter pete ~ wr 


Page 15 NECC Observer 


Jan. 21, 2004 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


THE aoc teaire ARE GOING 


I wish I oa more time and space 
to write about it, but in the time that 
1 do have, can you believe the way 
the Patriots shut down the Colts and 
all-world quarterback Peyton 
Manning. Unbelievable. 

My MVP award goes to the 
offensive line, which kept Tom 
Brady clean through the whole game. 
The line, which was led by tackle 
Matt Light and guard Joe Andruzzi 
also allowed Antowine Smith a rare 
100-yard rushing day. An honorable 
mention goes to Ty Law, who had 
three interceptions of Manning. 

Now, let me continue my Boston 
sports rant by congratulating Red 
Sox legend Dennis Eckersley on 
being inducted into the Major 
League Baseball Hall of Fame. 

The Eck, who is now working as 
an annalist for the Red Sox, was 
inducted into the Hall of fame in his 
first year eligible along with former 
major league infielder Paul Moiliter. 

Eckersley is considered one of 
the biggest characters in the history 
of the game with his classic mullet 
hair style and colorful language such 
as calling a pitch with a great break a 
pitch with “wavy hair.’ He is also 
credited with coining such popular 
baseball phrases as the “walk-off 
home run.” 


Eck began his career as a starting 
pitcher with the Cleveland Indians 
1975 but came into his own‘in his 
first year with the Red Sox in 1978 
when he went 20-8 with a 2.99 ERA. 

He remained with the Sox 
through 1984, winning 85 games and 
emerging as a premier power pitcher. 

During the ‘84 season he was 
traded to the Cubs for prospects in 
the middle of his worst career season. 
He played the next two seasons with 
the Cubs. 

In 1987, Eck met the man who 
would change his career and make 
him the hall of famer he is now. 

Dennis signed with the Oakland 
Athletics, which was managed by 
baseball genius Tony LaRussa. 
LaRussa converted Eck from a start- 
ing pitcher to a closer because he 
would then only have to work an 
inning per game. 

Over the next 11 years, nine with 
Oakland and two with St. Louis, 
Eckersley became the most effective 
closer in the history of the game, sav- 
ing 388 games and developing the 1- 
inning reliever. 

Eck returned to the Red Sox in 
1998 at the age of 44. He appeared in 
50 games, posting a 4-1 record and 
pitching effectively for his age. 

The man known for his high leg 
kick and side-armed release now 
occasionally fills in for Jerry Remy 
as Sox color annalist and works on 
the post game show. 

I'd just like to say CONGRATS 


ECK!!! 

Staying on the topic of the Red 
Sox, | cannot wait until baseball sea- 
son. The Sox have continued to stack 
the team up with talent and get ready 
to go after the Yankees. 

OK, so they didn’t get Alex 
Rodriguez. I will take a lot of the 
blame for that because | guaranteed 
that they would get him once my boy 
Kevin Millar said they would get 
him. 

But it’s time to make peace with 
life without ARod. Sure, he’s the best 
player in baseball, but the Sox are 
going to get him, so it’s time to deal, 
I have. 

At short, the Sox still have 
Nomar. He’s still a top-flight player 
and since he’s going into the last year 
of his contract, he will be more moti- 
vated to prove what he is worth. 

Then there is Manny Ramirez. 
Most people would be upset about 
almost being traded, but Manny is so 
self-involved that | don’t think that 
it ll effect him. 

While they didn’t get ARod , the 
Sox did get Pokey, YES!!! Note the 
sarcasm, but actually | am happy the 
Red Sox got slick-fielding second 
baseman Pokey Reese. 

Reese, who was traded to the Red 
Sox in 2001 but was never offered a 
contract, is a huge step done from 
last year’s second baseman Todd 
Walker as a hitter, but is a huge 
upgrade in the field. 

Pokey won the National League 


UPS 


Golden Glove Award, 
given to the top fielder at —% 
each position in 1999 and 
2000, which makes up for 
the fact he is a .251 career 
hitter. 

The Sox also added 
infielder Mark Bellhorn. 
Bellhorn, a Boston native, © 
can play all four infield | 
positions and the three out- 
field positions. He can’t 
play most of the positions 
really well, but he can play 
them good enough and can 
hit. His best season was 
2002 when he hit 27 home- 
runs. Imagine Damien 
Jackson but with less speed 
and more power. 

The Sox also brought 
back fan-favorite first base- 
man Brian Daubach. If he 
does make the team, and 
goodness knows I hope he 
does, he will serve as a left- 
handed hitter off the bench, 
replacing last year’s failure 
Jeremy Giambi. 

Before I go, I'd like to also con- 
gratulate former Patriots head coach 
Pete Carroll and his USC Trojans, 
who won half of the college football 
national championship. Carroll is 
back were he belongs, coaching col- 
lege football and has taken his 
University of Southern California 
team from a joke to a champion in 
three years. I always liked Pete as a 


CAREER DAY 


AT NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


soca te eee OMNES ESTORSE SEES SEREIDES HRCA RETNA RNR SATAN 


seoreneceenaotcentonteer 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH 


FROM 10 AM TO 2 PM 
AT THE BENTLEY LIBRARY IN CONFERENCE ROOM C 


ss: tre: steer sncemneonnestoncramescenen 3be8 


baseballencyclopedia.com photo 


Baseball Hall of Fame inductee Dennis 
Eckersley delivering one of his curve 
balls during his days with the A’s 


person when he coached the Patriots, 
so I’m happy he’s having success. 

Boston College also had a great 
showing in the San Francisco Bowl, 
which they won over Colorado State 
35-21. Running back Derrek Knight 
had 122 yards for BC and missed 
becoming the college’s all-time lead- 
ing rusher by eight yards. . 

That’s it and I’m finished. Keep 
watching sports, I know I will. 


SPECIAL PRESENTATION 
NOON TO 12:30 PM 


UPS WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU THE MANY OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE AVAILABLE AND 
THE BENEFITS OF THE COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. 


GET THE FACTS ON: 


Get Up To 


$23,000* 


The UPS 
EARN & 


LEARN 
Program 


in College Education 


Assistance! 


“UPS Earn & Learn Program Guidelines Apply. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES - UPS BONUS PROGRAM 
UNPARALLELED BENEFITS PACKAGE + GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY - AND MUCH MORE!!! 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


UPS and the UPS broncimark are registered trademarks of United Porcel Sersice of America, inc, All right: reserved. 
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What will soon become a state-of- 
e-art technology center 


David Willis photo 


Anyone wonder what exactly so much plastic piping does in a technology center? The office where the kings of construction, the foreman and his bosses, 
The wonders of a building’s “skeleton.” spend their time. Think it’s warm in there? 


= 


bee! ii Ses 


= 


David Willis photo 


isn’t it ironic that it is impossible to find parking at Northern Essex, and yet now Snow is everywhere, and yet the construction crews are still working hard. 
there is one fewer parking lot. Almost makes you want to forgive them for the mistakes they’ve made. 


